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     Th e CDSSEA Scholarships
The Consortium of Development Studies in Southeast Asia (CDSSEA) is 
awarding scholarships to candidates from Cambodia, Myanmar, Laos, Vietnam 
and Thailand who would like to pursue a Master’s degree in development 
studies in Thailand. Under the CDSSEA Scholarship Program, applicants can 
choose to study on one of three leading development programs, namely: 

• The Master of Arts in International Development Studies (MAIDS) 
at Chulalongkorn University, 

• The Master of Arts in Social Science (Development Studies) (MASS) 
at Chiang Mai University or 

• The Master of Science in Gender and Development Studies (MGDS) 
at the Asian Institute of Technology.   

While studies in development are core to 
all three programs, they each have distinct 
specializations. On the MAIDS program, a 
political approach to development highlight-
ing democratization, human rights, confl ict 
resolution and globalization is central, while 
the MASS program centers on social science 
and anthropological perspectives, with re-
search interests including environmental and 
resource management, food security, develop-
ment and local livelihoods, migration, ethnicity, 
transborder issues and health, all under a 
regionalization of development context. The 
MGDS program takes a gender perspec-
tive with regard to development, discussing
issues such as economic development, poli-
tics, human rights, civil society, migration, 
urbanization and industrialization. 



The scholarship program is administered by CDSSEA, which was established 
in 2012 by the three institutions and with the support of the International 
Development Research Centre (IDRC). The aim of the program is to build 
leadership capacity with regard to development studies in Southeast Asia - 
educating those capable of critically analyzing the development conundrum 
and understanding the regionalization of the development process, a process 
which plays a key role in building and maintaining dynamism in the region. 
The programs also encourage students to seek out development alternatives 
based on social equity, environmental justice and economic and ecological 
sustainability, while fostering linkages that help better inform policymaking 
with respect to development-related issues. As a result, CDSSEA is actively 
promoting the creation of a team of highly qualifi ed development studies 
practitioners in Southeast Asia, and in the future hopes to open other 
programs across the region.  

A full scholarship will be given to successful candidates, covering tuition fees, 
a monthly allowance, fi eld research expenses (specifi cally for programs that 
require fi eld research), and travelling expenses to and from each student’s 
home country. The duration of the scholarship depends upon the length of 
each program and so will range from 14 months through to 22 months. 



     Application Procedure
Only fully completed application documents will be considered by the CDSSEA 
Secretariat. To apply for the scholarship, applicants must submit the following:

• A fully completed copy of the CDSSEA application form. 

• An offi  cial transcript and a degree certifi cate – both in English. Only an 
original or certifi ed copy of the transcript and a certifi ed copy of the 
degree certifi cate will be accepted (translated into English, if not in English 
or Thai already).

• A curriculum vitae/resume providing information on present and past 

     Eligibility of the Applicants
To apply, the student must:

• Be a national of Myanmar, Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam or Thailand.  
Note - Applicants from Thailand must be students from the three 
provinces in the far south, or from other border areas.

• Be a BA graduate in any fi eld of study (but preferably with a social science 
background) and with a minimum grade point average (GPA) of 3.0, or 
with an excellent, general academic record.

• Possess good English profi ciency, with a certifi cate showing a TOEFL 
score of over 550 (paper-based), 213 (computer-based (CBT)) or 
79 (internet-based (iBT)), or an IELTS score of 6. Other qualifi cations 
accepted by the programs include a CU-TEP (CU test) score of 550, 
an AIT – EET (AIT test) score of 6 or E-TEGS (CMU test) score of 80. 
Note - Offi  cial test scores are only valid for 2 years after the test date.

• Commit to return to their home country after completion of the program
to resume their work, 

• For the MDGS program, lower English profi ciency score is acceptable if 
the applicants prove to have a strong background in the fi eld of gender 
and development and a commitment in pursuing career in this fi eld.  

• Preferably have 2 to 3 years work experience in the fi eld of development. 



     Timelines for 2013 Selection Process
• 30th April 2014: Deadline for CDSSEA applications.
• 10th - 25th May 2014:  Interviews with shortlisted scholarship candidates 

held in participating countries. Dates will vary.
• 31st May 2014: Successful CDSSEA applicants notifi ed.
• 15th June 2014: Deadline for students informing the CDSSEA Secretariat 

of acceptance on to the relevant program. 

employment, academic awards, international travel, publications and 
extra-curricular activities etc. 

• Two letters of reference (using the CDSSEA Reference Form) written by 
two referees familiar with the applicant’s work and capabilities. Referees 
should fi ll out the reference form provided by the applicant and return it in 
a sealed envelope with their original signature added. References should 
then be sent to the CDSSEA Secretariat along with the application form.  

• A TOEFL or IELTS certifi cate - or an equivalent accepted by the programs. 
Certifi cates must be valid during the application period.

• A statement of purpose of about 800 to 1500 words describing the 
reasons for the applicant wishing to pursue his or her graduate studies 
in the area of development studies, plus his/her research interest, career 
expectations and how completing the program in development studies 
will help achieve the applicant’s goals. 

All applications must be sent to the CDSSEA Secretariat. Only shortlisted appli-
cants will be invited for an interview, which will be held either in the applicant’s 
home country or using the internet/Skype. 

The scholarship award is conditional upon an applicant’s acceptance by 
the Master’s program to which he or she has applied (separately). Students 
can review the admission requirements and application deadlines for each pro-
gram of study via the respective website. To apply for the relevant program of 
study, applicants should communicate directly with the institution running the 
program – using the application form specifi ed. 



Master of Arts in International
Development Studies

Application Deadline: 30th April 2014 
Program Duration: 12 months 
Start of Program:  October, with pre-program training in September

MAIDS combines the rigorous study of theoretical frameworks with practical 
fi eld experience; looking to develop  individuals with a sensitivity to and involve-
ment in issues such as the promotion of social change, human rights, local com-
munity development, media freedom and humanitarian aid. Students have the 
opportunity to network with a wide range of practitioners involved in the work of 
government, international and civil society organizations, while the thesis 
project part of the course allows students to develop expertise in their chosen 
area of interest. The MA is intended for people who are making, or have the 
potential to make, a meaningful contribution in the fi eld of international develop-
ment as researchers, practitioners and leaders, and off ers a comprehensive 
foundation for either a career in international development or for further study 
at the doctoral level.

Remark: Applicants should also have work or volunteer experience in the fi eld 
of International Development.

For more details: http://www.ids.polsci.chula.ac.th 
Contact: Dr. Naruemon Thabchumpon, Program Director 
E-mail:  maids@chula.ac.th

MA in International Development Studies (MAIDS)
Faculty of Political Science
Chulalongkorn University



This program is one-year in duration, running from October to September, and is 
divided into three- to four-month trimesters.

Total credits: 36 Total credits: 36 
Compulsory Courses  12 credits

• Development Theory and Practice
• Globalization and Development in Asia and the Pacifi c
• The Politics of Public Policy
• Research Methodology in Development Studies

Elective Courses  12 credits
• Communication, Democratization, and Development
• Confl ict Resolution
• Development Project Management
• Human Rights and Gender Problems in Asia and the Pacifi c
• Migration as a Development Issue
• Selected Topics in Development and Economy
• Environmental Politics and Policy
• Development Practicum

Thesis 12 credits



Application Deadline: 30th April 2014 
Program Duration: 22 months  
Start of Program:  August, with pre-program training in mid July 

The MA in Social Science (Development Studies) covers the theories and 
concepts related to development studies, plus requires the students to carry 
out extensive fi eld research in order to explore social, cultural and environ-
mental changes taking place as part of the regional integration processes 
occurring within the SEA region. The MA focuses on social science approaches
by looking at the impacts of and problems created by multi-dimensional 
development issues, ranging from local resource management and local 
knowledge, transnational migration, displacement and migrants, through to 
tourism, agrarian transition, health, ethnicity and gender relations, the media 
and civil movements.  Students are also encouraged to attend regular seminars 
and conferences organized by the program, and to interact with international 
scholars and experts. The research-based program lays a solid foundation for 
graduates who wish to become professionals within an educational institu-
tion - as lecturers and researchers, or in non-governmental and international 
organizations, the government sector, or if they wish to go on and pursue a 
doctoral degree.     

For more details: http://rcsd.soc.cmu.ac.th 
Contact:  Dr. Chusak Wittayapak - Program Chair  
E-mail:  rcsd@cmu.ac.th 

MA in Social Science (Development Studies) (MASS)
Faculty of Social Sciences
Chiang Mai University



The program is two years (22 months) in duration, and is divided into four semesters. 
The fi rst semester lasts from August to November and the second from January to 
May, with details of the accumulated credits as follows:

Total credits: 36 Total credits: 36 
Core Courses 12 credits

• Social Sciences Theories
• Conceptualization in Social Research
• Development Theories
• Seminar: Special Issues on Development Studies

Elective Courses 12 credits

• Regionalization in Development 
Process

• Local Rights and Knowledge in 
Development

• Transborder Studies
• Operationalization in Develop-

ment Research
• Multiculturalism in Modern 

Societies
• Environmentalism and Environ-

mental Policies

• Policy Analysis and Resource 
Management

• Political Ecology
• Geography of Health
• Social and Cultural Theories
• Economic Sociology and Anthro-

pology
• Social and Cultural Theories
• Resource Governance and Civil 

Society

Thesis 12 credits



Application Deadline: 30th April 2014 
Program duration: 22 months 
Start of Program: August

The MGDS program highlights the need for specialized academic knowledge 
to be developed in the fi eld of gender and development studies, as well as the 
need to integrate gender analysis and gender relation perspectives with other 
fi elds of study. Areas of particular concern include gender, technology and eco-
nomic development, globalization and human rights, migration and rural trans-
formation, trade and enterprise, culture and gender relations, development and 
health, plus the sexual and reproductive rights of women. The MGDS program 
is linked through international networks to other academic institutions, non-
government and human rights organizations, those promoting gender equality, 
sustainable natural resources management and socially equitable development 
in the region.  

For more details: http://www.serd.ait.ac.th/gds 
Contact:  Dr. Philippe Doneys, Program Director  
E-mail:  gendev@ait.ac.th

M.Sc. in Gender and Development Studies (MGDS)
School of Environment, Resources and Development Studies
Asian Institute of Technology



The program is two years (22 months) in duration, and is divided into four 
semesters. The fi rst semester lasts from August to December and the second from 
January to May, with details of the accumulated credits as follows:

Total credits: 48Total credits: 48  
Required Courses 11 credits

• Gender and Development: Principles and Concepts
• Gender, Technology and Economic Development  
• Gender, Culture and Human Development 
• New Technologies, Industrialization and Gender 

Elective Courses 15 credits
• Gender Politics, Civil Society and Human Rights
• Gender, Enterprise and Organizations
• Gender, Rural Livelihoods and Sustainable Development 
• Gender, Analysis and Gender Responsive Development Planning 
• Gender, Migration and Human Traffi  cking in Asia 
• Gender, Urbanization and Urban Management 
• Gender and Health

Thesis 22 credits



Th e CDSSEA scholarship program is funded by Canada’s International Development Research Centre 

For further details, please contact:

Secretariat for the Consortium of Development Studies in Southeast Asia (CDSSEA) program
Regional Center for Social Science and Sustainable Development (RCSD)

Faculty of Social Sciences, Chiang Mai University
Chiang Mai 50200, Th ailand

Tel: +66-53-943595 to 6; Fax: +66-53-893279
Email: rcsd@cmu.ac.th       Website: http://rcsd.soc.cmu.ac.th/

MAIDS:
Faculty of Political Science, Chulalongkorn University, 

Henri-Dunant Road, Bangkok 10330, Th ailand
Email: maids@chula.ac.th           Website: http://www.ids.polsci.chula.ac.th/

MGDS: 
PO Box 4, Klong Luang, Pathumthani 12120, Th ailand

Email: gendev@ait.ac.th       Website: http://www.serd.ait.ac.th/

Building Leadership in Development Studies:
Understanding the ASEAN Community


